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LIST OF TABLES The last effort to determine the range and assess the general population of Short-homed lizards in Alberta was done was ten years ago, in 1991 (Powell and Russell 1992a Based on Conant (1975) and Stebbins (1985) with revisions derived from Russell and Bauer (2000) .
persistence of the species in Alberta. However, the low density and scattered nature of (Montanucci 1981 , Sherbrooke 1981 and exhibits the widest distribution of all homed lizard species, ranging from southern Canada to north-central Mexico (Stebbins 1985 , Russell and Bauer 1993 (James 1997 , Powell 1982 , Powell and Russell 1984 , 1985a , 1985b , 1991a , 1991b , 1992a , 1992b , 1993a , 1993b , 1996a , 1996b , 1996c (Powell and Russell 1985a, 1993a) . It is suspected they may have specialized physiological adaptations to enable them to hibernate successfully, as they merely burrow a few centimeters (7-10 cm) into the soil of protected slopes to overwinter (James 1997; Powell and Russell 1994, 1996b) . Their primary predators probably include wandering garter snakes (James 1997) , northern harriers (James 1997) , and perhaps mammals such as grasshopper mice (Sherbrooke 1991 Photo by Janice James.
In Alberta, the active period for Shorthomed lizards spans from emergence in mid-to late April until they begin to seek hibemaculae in mid-September (James 1997 , Laird and Leech 1980 , Powell and Russell 1994 , 1996b (James 1997 , Powell and Russell 1991b , 1992a , 1993a . Mating occurs in mid to late May (James 1997 ).
The females bear live young (viviparous) with one clutch per year being produced in late July to early August (Powell and Russell 1991a (Powell and Russell 1985b (Powell and Russell 1985b, 1991a (Zamudio etal. 1997 ). This includes the populations located in Alberta and Saskatchewan. The spelling of 'hernandezi' was later contested by Smith et al. (1999) and currently the proper spelling of the name stands as ' hernandesi
The subspecific designation was further determined to be Phrynosoma hernandesi hernandesi (Crowther 2000) (Powell and Russell 1992b In the Milk River drainage sites Powell and Russell (1992a) (Powell and Russell 1992a) .
The "Bearpaw" habitat type is characterized by the exposure and consequent erosion of the underlying Bearpaw shale (Powell and Russell 1992a The "North Marginal Habitat" type, as described by Powell and Russell (1992a) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Photo by Richard Quinlan. The number of females captured exceeded all other classes (49). The number of neonates found was not exceedingly high (40) and males were the least likely encountered (36) . Females tend to be more frequently caught than males in this species, and Zamudio (1997, 1998) attributes such biases to differences in escape behaviour and thermoregulatory requirements between the sexes. Females tend to return to similar home range sites annually, while no such affinity has been noted in males (Powell and Russell 1994, 1996b 
